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Family Focus
Each month Jennifer researches and shares information with Greatwood residents to assist
them and their growing families. With topics related to the season, her goal is to provide you
with information that will make life a little easier and a little more fun in the suburbs of

Houston.

Thanksgiving Reality Check
by dennifer Dalesting

The pressure is building. It has to happen or I will never live it
down. This year, I do solemnly vow to remove the little plastic
bag of turkey parts from the turkey before I bake it. 4 out of

| the 5 years I have been married, either my husband or myself
| has forgotten to remove that Iittle bag! There was also the year
! our oven caught on fire and 1 had to bake everything at the

neighbor's house. And the year my Papa deep-fried the turkey
and it was absolutely raw on the inside. Every year there is

—! Okay, this is the year. The one my family has been waiting for.

some litte crsis that pops up.

It has taken me § years to realize this, but everything does not have to be picture perfect for
Thanksgiving. It does not have to loak like the magazine photo spreads and cheesy commercials
on television. It is everything else 1 do that really matters. Like being with family, teaching the kids
thankfulness, having fun and a nice dinner doesn't hurt. T have rounded up some great tips and
ideas to try out this year, so that Thanksgiving will be a time of fun and family and not of stress
and burned turkeys!

Now dan't get me wrong, we do have to eat on Thanksgiving. So let's just plan a little ahead to
take away some of the food related stress. Make a checklist a few weeks ahead as to how many
people are coming, and how big the turkey should be (rememper 1 1/4 pounds per persan is
pretty much the norm). You can plan the menu out and find out who wants to bring what dish.
You can order your turkey or ham if you are not looking to bake your own. Anything that you can
make ahead and freeze will be a big help when the big day comes. Things like gravy, chutneys,
and casseroles freeze very well. Plan out defrosting time for the turkey If you by frozen.
Defrosting in the refrigerator requires 24 hours for every 5 pounds. If you miss the deadiine to
start defrosting, (sounds familiar) then you can defrost in 2 sink full of cold water, for 2 half an
hour for each pound. Just remember to change the water occasionally and turn the turkey around
every once and a while.

2. Make a Family Thankfulness Book that you can add to every year. Everyone in the family geta
page to write what they are thankful for. For the littlest ones, have them draw pictures instead of
you witing it for them. This is a wonderful family heirloom, so make one for each child.

3. Put everyone's name in a jar and each person draws a name and tells that person what the are
thankful for about him or her.

4. Have the children make a picture for every guest with things that they are grateful for or like
about that family member.

5. Have the children paint each finger and their paim with a different color paint and stamp their
hand on a piece of paper. After the paint dries on the paper, draw a besk and eyes to make it look
like a turkey. T love anything with my kid's handprints on it, (except my glass coffee table!) so this
is sure to be one for the scrapbook.

6. Play a game with the family, and make everyone play. (even your cranky teenage niece). Visit
http://1 q _games_ms/ for tons of
Thanksgiving games to try.

7. Read books to the kids about Thanksgiving and being thankful. This is a great day to pass the
lesson on! There are lots of books about Thanksgiving. Visit the library or go to the bookstore and
stock up beforehand.

Traditions are different for everyone, so change these ideas to better suit your Thankegiving
celebration. Just remember, and T will too, that it shouldn't be about the image you have in your
mind of the perfect Thanksgiving. 1t should be about the warm memories you are creating for you
and your family. Have a happy and safe Thanksgiving!

Do you ever have this problem? You search and search for the perfect toys for the kids at
Christmas. On Christmas day, the kids play with them for 5 minutes, and then they end up in the
bottom of the toy box for the next few weeks. Or they skip the toy all together and play with the
box it came in? Join me next month , for The Best Toys of 2002 list and we wil fight this problem
together, one toy at 2 time.
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Now you can get the benefits of online advertising targeted
to your local customers. Online advertising is highly tar-
geted, easily tracked and effective. Today’s consumer wants
information and the most powerful information source today
is the Internet. You know this — you have a web site, but how
do you get potential customers toit. SugarLandToday
is a new online publication specifically targeted to the resi-
dents of Sugar Land with informative feature articles, interac-
tive tools, news and announcements from around Sugar Land.
Sponsoring SugarlLand Today will identify you as a
community-minded, innovative, local merchant or service
provider.

Benefit from low cost, highly targeted advertising.
SugarLandToday offers two forms of advertising — a
local Business Directory and banner ad placement. On our
Business Directory you can add your business name, contact
information, and links to your email and web site for only
$15/month. For a stronger presence and enhanced services
we offer two banner ad positions, at the top and left side, for
only $75/month and $50/month respectively. Your top posi-
tion banner ad is also included in our daily email update that
is sent every morning to daily update subscribers. All ban-
ner ads include a free Business Directory listing. There is a
one-time fee of $50 to create your animated banner but that
fee is waived if you sign up for four months or more. Free ad
creation, free Business Directory listing — that is a bargain!
Be among the first to secure your position. This op-
portunity is new and unique. SugarLandToday is
limiting the number of advertisers on its pages and when

the spaces are filled, your opportunity will be lost. Call us

at (281) 340-2041 to learn more and secure your advertis-

ing space on the new information source for Sugar Land,
SugarLandToday!
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